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CREW BIOS 
 
Heather Courtney, Director/Producer/Cinematographer 

Heather Courtney is a filmmaker, cinematographer and photographer based in Austin, Texas.  Her recently 

completed LETTERS FROM THE OTHER SIDE, which uses cross-border video letters to tell the immigration story 

from the perspective of the women left behind in Mexico, premiered at the Slamdance Film Festival in January, 

screened at the South by Southwest International Film Festival (SXSW), and was funded by a Fulbright and grant 

from the Independent Television Service (ITVS).  It aired on some 60 PBS stations around the country in Fall 2006.  

 

Her previous film, LOS TRABAJADORES/ THE WORKERS, won the Audience Award at SXSW in 2001, and was 

broadcast nationally on the PBS series Independent Lens in 2003.  In addition, it has screened at over 40 national 

and international film festivals and conferences, as well as at countless grassroots screenings in conjunction with 

immigrant rights groups all over Austin and the rest of Texas.  

 

She is currently producing the Texas segment of a national PBS documentary on the health insurance crisis. 

Prior to receiving her graduate degree in film, Heather spent eight years writing and photographing for the United 

Nations and several refugee and immigrant rights organizations, including in the Rwandan refugee camps after the 

1994 Rwandan genocide. 



Kyle Henry, Editor 

Henry's feature editing credits include Eric Eason's Sundance award-winning narrative MANITO (2002) and the PBS 

documentaries ARE THE KIDS ALRIGHT? (2003), TROOP 1500 (2005), and LEARNING TO SWALLOW (2005).  He 

is also the writer/director of the Sundance/Cannes screened feature narrative ROOM (2005).  He was recently 

nominated for an Independent Spirit Award for ROOM (the John Cassavetes Award, for the best narrative feature 

made for under $500,000). 

 

Sandra Guardado, Editor 

Sandra Guardado has worked as a documentary film editor and producer for 10 years.  As coordinating producer, 

Guardado won an Emmy for Outstanding Individual Achievement in Research on the film “George Wallace: Settin’ 

the Woods on Fire” which aired on the PBS series The American Experience series.  Guardado was also editor and 

co-producer for a CPB-funded feature-length documentary entitled “Last Man Standing” on the Texas’ 2002 

elections, part of the PBS POV Spring 2004 series.  

 

RenŽ Pe–aloza Galv‡n, Cinematographer 

A professional dilettante, Peñaloza Galván has played bass in a band that was this close to signing a record 

contract, attended film school, produced an album of educational children's songs, filmed the birth of a child not his 

own as well as several other documentary endeavors. He is currently in graduate school for Dramatic Writing at NYU. 

 

Alex Chavez, Music Composer 

Alex Chavez is a fourth generation musician whose musical and family roots extend to the Sierra Gorda Queretana of 

Mexico, where both his grandfather and great grandfather lived their lives as practitioners of huapango arribeño, a 

musical form of oral tradition indigenous to the region. Originally from west Texas, he now resides in Austin and is 

currently involved in Maneja Beto, a band accented by a political conscience whose sound ranges from the traditional 

sounds of Mexico, to the postmodern moods of Brit pop.  In addition, he is pursuing a Masters in Anthropology at the 

University of Texas with his research focusing transnational Mexican immigrant communities who use traditional 

music to re-imagine communities and mediate diaspora in the face of the onslaught of global capitalism and its 

accompanying de-centering tendencies.  

 

 
 


